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following conditions apply: political considerations threaten to impede effective use of force; a clear and quick
military win is not attainable; and public and congressional opinion is indifferent or hostile to the purpose for
which force is being used. In effect, the Powell doctrine, like Weinbergers, not only places considerations of
feasibility over those of desirability when it comes to using force. It also establishes, as the basic standard of
feasibility, prior confidence in the near-certainty of military victory and political sustainability. The doctrine
also ignores the likely presence - as in the Gulf War - of significant and politically indispensable allies in future
major US wars, allies whose own interests may have to be accommodated in a manner violating doctrinal
tenets. The Clinton administration, in response to strong congressional opposition to intervention in Haiti and
Bosnia and sharp criticism of its handling of the Somalia intervention it inherited from the Bush
administration, has belatedly if only rhetorically endorsed the basic principles of the Weinberger-Powell
doctrine. In deciding when and how to employ US forces, the administration declares, a clear distinction must
be made between vital interests ( those of broad overriding importance to the survival, security, and vitality of
our national entity ), important interests ( those that do not affect our survival but that do affect our national
well-being and the character of the world in which we 18 live ), and humanitarian interests. In the case of vital
interests, use of force will be decisive and, if necessary, unilateral. With...
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