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Locusts -- Africa. Excerpt: . .. 10 A Plague ofibcuststicides. Insufficient attention was paid to the ef-The recent
control efforts were plagued by fects of locust and grasshop problems. Opportunities to spray hopper bands,
rsprayingonwarce Empty pesticide con-when the insects were more concentrated, were food and water
supplies. tainers have been used to store food and water. missed because of the: Various pesticides used in the
campaign are inaccessibility of breeding areas; known to have harmful effects on nontarget or-lack of vehicles,
communication equipment, ganisms ( e. g. , fenitrothion to birds and fish and and trained personnel; carbaryl
to honeybees ) and some of these oc-curred. Honeybee colonies were killed in Tunisiagovernments not allowing
cross-border and 30 sheep died after grazing on pesticide-con-suney or spray operations; taminated land.
Insecticide residues were found in the soil in Mali and Morocco. Storage andcrop protection services priority to
protect disposal of surplus insecticides and containers is recognized as a major problem by African govern-
cropland; and ments, donors, and FAO. Problems such as inade-wars and civil strife. quate packaging and
labeling have resulted in contamination and loss of effectiveness. Additional problems existed in the earliest
part of the campaign: lack of preparedness of staff, im-Institutional and Political Aspects of passability of roads
in the rainy season, donors Control diverse policies, and late arrival of equipment and pesticides. Most African
national and regional agencies and donor institutions are not e uipped to deal Costs of the control programs...
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