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abstract: Collocations are frequently used in everyday life (Hausmann 2003: 318). They can be found in literally
every conversation or in written texts. The good thing about collocations is that they are quite easy to
understand (Hausmann 2003: 312). Few German learners of English would have problems understanding what
to take a picture or to catch a train means. But on the other hand, when producing oral or written language,
knowing the idiomatic way to express one's thoughts proves to be a lot tougher. It might take German learners
of English quite some time to learn that you can say blond hair but not blond car or that a good looking
woman is not a handsome woman, like a man would be called, but a beautiful or pretty woman (Herbst, Stoll,
Westermayr 1991: 164). So we can see that, in order to be able to produce idiomatic English and using words
appropriately, collocations are needed, mostly for naming actions of everyday life or for specific language, like
business English (Hausmann 2004: 318). This is the harder part regarding collocations; after learning some
basic vocabulary, particularly nouns, students of English need to learn which adjectives or verbs can be used
together with the nouns (Hausmann 2004: 310). Besides being important for young learners, collocations are
also an important issue for advanced learners of a language. Researches showed that even students at a higher
collegiate level who had good knowledge of English and knew grammar rules very well, had problems
producing text that sounds idiomatic,...
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