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ABC-CLIO, United States, 2004. Hardback. Book Condition: New. annotated edition. 239 x 160 mm. Language:
English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****The Mongols are often associated with the arts of
warfare and annals of horror, but a more realistic association would be their contribution to international
trade and cultural exchange during the medieval age. Thematic chapters, biographical sketches, a glossary,
maps, illustrations, and selected primary documents provide fresh insight on a regretfully underexamined
period. The legacy of the Mongols has often been associated with their contributions to the arts of warfare and
annals of horror. A more realistic association would be their contribution to international trade and cultural
exchange. Spawning an empire ranging from Persia to China, Genghis Khan united a nomadic warrior culture
that had lived with their agrarian neighbors through controlled and limited extortion. It was a society whose
leaders waged successful war and increased the tribe s prosperity. But the Mongols also understood it would
serve their purposes to maintain commerce and agriculture, and to cultivate the arts in order that the luxuries
they coveted would be all the more readily available. It was to this end that, after the first decades of
destruction and rampage, the Mongols policy changed to one of cooption and governance. The Mongols
became effective cultural brokers as they forced, urged, bribed and coerced the movement of artists and
artisans, scientists and scholars around their empire. Thematic chapters provide an accessible overview of the
Steppe people from which Genghis Khan emerged, and chronicle his ascent as the Great Khan, as he subdued
enemies and then conquered lands to the east and west. Following are excellent overviews of the founding and
cementing of Mongol rule in China-the Yuan Dynasty-and Persia, centered in Iran. A concluding chapter
provides a fresh perspective...
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